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The Untitled Space is pleased to present “The End of Love,” a solo exhibition of works by Rebecca Leveille opening on May 
1st and on view through May 19th. Rebecca Leveille is a contemporary artist who works in a figurative mode. Freely mining both art 
historical sources and contemporary painting, she cites influences ranging from Titian to Walter Robinson, Fragonard to Kara Walker. 
Her practice translates pictorial practices and inner mythologies through her distinctive ability to compose lyrically gestured figures, 
largely from imagination. Leveille’s facility with the figure and drawing was central to her successes as an illustrator from the 90s until 
2011. While working as an illustrator under the name Rebecca Guay, Leveille received numerous awards and was featured as a 
special guest in events in Japan, Australia, Italy, Spain and France as well as throughout the United States. Her prior illustration work 
is in several museum collections including the permanent collection of the American Museum of Illustration at the Society of Illustrators 
in New York City. Leveille also maintains a position on the LOW committee, which stewards the illustration collection at the New Britain 
Museum of Art.

Breaking out of illustration’s prescriptive narrative mode, Leveille maintains a relationship with language yet subverts the narrative 
potentials of her work in her personal determination to create something poetic rather than literal. Her exploration of the poetic versus 
the literal delves themes including sensuality, the female gaze, media imagery and social phenomena of the art world.  A constant 
subtext of Leveille’s art is her relationship to materials. Thick, buttery paint forms the confident wide lines in her oils. Washes drift below 
impastos. Pencil and graphite powder bear force of mark and streak. The assertion of materials never overwhelms the creation of 
Leveille’s pictures yet facilitates an ever-present and voluptuous tactility with meanings of its own. 

Leveille’s art has garnered praise from Jerry Saltz, Walter Robinson and Peter Frank. Her work has been exhibited around the country, 
most notably at the 2017 LBIF Annual Drawing Exhibition, juried by the Whitney Museum’s Jane Panetta; the Allentown Museum of 
Art, PA; Delaware Art Museum, DE; and the Center for Contemporary Art in Santa Fe, NM. Her work has also been featured in several 
group shows curated by Indira Cesarine at The Untitled Space including “One Year of Resistance,” “Secret Garden: The Female Gaze 
on Erotica,” “She Inspires,” “Uprise/Angry Women” and “(Hotel XX)” at SPRING/BREAK Art Show 2018.



ARTIST’S STATEMENT 

“We evolve within a state of cultural influence. Things we perceive to be ideals are often built upon faulty, weak and 
diseased foundations set forward and reinforced by society and pop culture. We are made to fall in love with an arbitrary 
set of stereotypes, physical ideals or cultural goals that are twisted and often deeply damaging to us. My last body of 
work entitled “Crush” was an exploration of these themes.

I continue the dialogue by exploring what happens once we cross to the other side of social constructs, the fairytales 
that we are raised with. Thus, this new body of work is titled “The End of Love.” What comes after delusions of “love?” 
Feminine power and sexuality find new ground, as does an urgency to assert the female gaze. The female gaze must 
find a stronger manifestation; it is too often expressed as a reinterpretation of the male gaze.

The ambiguity and multiple meanings implicit in “The End of Love” provide a rich internal dialogue surrounding the nature 
of sex and myth in contemporary culture. The end of love can be the physical climax. It can be the trickery of biological 
need for reproduction. It can be the apogee; the farthest reaches of the meaning of romantic love.

Despite my calling to language, symbol and figure, my work must have its own life beyond language. The material of 
the paint itself and the lushness of the determined line hold their own power of meaning. The work originates in words 
and symbols but it does not conclude in a form that can be expressed simply by language.” – Artist Rebecca Leveille



Hylas and the Nymphs, 2018
Oil on canvas with 24k gold leaf

36” x 48”



Things In the Bedroom, 2018
Oil on canvas

36” x 48”



Mother, 2018
Oil on canvas

30” x 48”



Venus, 2017
Oil and 24k gold leaf on canvas

30” x 48”



Peacocks, 2018
Oil and 24k gold on canvas

60” x 48”



Oh Baby, 2018
Oil on canvas

20” x 20”



Summer Sisters, 2018
Oil on canvas with 24k gold leaf

40” x 60”



The Panel Discussion (The Lovers), 2017
Oil on canvas

36” x 48”



 Emoticon “;)”, 2018
Oil and silver leaf on canvas 

72” x 48”



The End of Love, 2018
Oil on canvas

48” x 36”



The Birdcage II, 2017
Oil on canvas

48” x 36”



The Birdcage, 2017
Oil on canvas

40” x 60”



Wednesday, 2018
Oil on canvas framed

16” x 16”



Tuesday, 2018
Oil on canvas, framed

16” x 16”



Thursday, 2018
Oil on canvas, framed

16” x 16”



Friday, 2018
Oil on canvas, framed

16” x 16”



I’ve Come Nonetheless, 2018
Watercolor on paper

8” x 10”



Wanted Pearls, 2018
Watercolor on paper, framed

8” x 10”



To the End of Love, 2017
Oil on canvas

36” x 36”



Cinderella Bites Back, 2017
Monotype on paper

12” x 12”



The Lie, 2017
 Monotype on paper, framed

5” x 7”



Never Ever, 2018
Watercolor on paper, framed

8” x 10”



Selfie, 2017
Monotype on paper

12” x 12”



Zeus Me, 2017
Oil and graphite on panel, framed

8” x 10”



Little Face, 2017
Monotype on paper, framed

5” x 7”



New Years Day, 2018
Ink and oil pastel on paper, framed

 5” x 8”



Eris Nezha, 2017
Watercolor and graphite on paper

8” x 10”



Eris II, 2017
Watercolor and graphite on paper

8” x 10”



Cold Mountain Kiss, 2017
Graphite on paper

8” x 10”



PRESS ON “THE END OF LOVE”
 

JUXTAPOZ 
The End of Love - Walter Robinson Interviews Rebecca Leveille-Guay 

QUIET LUNCH 
The End of Love - Rebecca Leveille The Untitled Space

GLASSBOOK
Artist Rebecca Leveille in Conversation with Indira Cesarine

BLANC MAGAZINE 
Rebecca Leveille

ARTNET NEWS
Editors’ Picks: 9 Things to See in New York This Week

BEDFORD + BOWERY
This Week “The End of Love”

FASHION DAILY MAG
Contemporary Feminine by Rebecca Leveille

NEW YORK OPTIMIST
The End of Love - A Solo Show of Works by Rebecca Leveille

TARTARUS MAG
Rebecca Leveille Interview 

SPRUCE MAGAZINE
Artist Rebecca Leveille

THE UNTITLED MAGAZINE
Rebecca Leveille Talks the End of Love Show at The Untitled Space
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